Abstract I provide here a personal perspective on (i) the awards that were given to young investigators at the 2008 and 2009 Gordon Research Conferences on Biochemistry/ Biophysics of Photosynthesis; and (ii) the ambiance at these conferences through some photographs, particularly of the 2009 conference.
Introduction
Gordon Conferences on Photosynthesis have existed since 1969 (see http://www.grc.org/conferences.aspx?id=0000207 for a brief history and the list of past conferences). These conferences have been limited in size (from 100 to *150) and are very intense with morning and evening sessions, as well as poster sessions in the afternoons with ample opportunity for one-to-one discussions during the afternoons and late evenings going past midnight sometimes. The program for the 2008 Conference is on line at: http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx? year=2008&program=photosyn.; and that for the 2009 Conference is at\http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?year=2009 &program=photosyn[.
Here, I provide a personal perspective on (i) the awards that were given to young investigators at the 2008 and 2009 conferences; and (ii) the ambiance at these conferences through some photographs, particularly of the 2009 conference.
The awards
Three Young investigators were honored with awards at the Gordon Research Conference on Photosynthesis, held June 22-27, 2008 , at Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, Massachusetts, USA (Chair: Willem (Wim) F.J. Vermaas; Arizona State University, USA; Vice Chair: Douglas Bruce, Brock University, Canada).
The 2008 awardees were (in alphabetical order; see Fig. 1 , the top photograph).
Libai Huang (Argonne National Laboratory, Illinois, USA); Gary F. Moore (Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, USA); and Jianzhong Wen (Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, USA).
Again, in 2009, three young investigators were honored with awards at the Gordon Research Conference on Photosynthesis, held June 28-July 3, 2009, at Bryant University, Smithfield, Rhode Island, USA (Chair: Douglas (Doug) Bruce; Vice Chair: Krishna (Kris) Niyogi, University of California at Berkeley, USA).
The 2009 awardees were (in alphabetical order; see Fig. 2 , the top photograph).
Ana Andreea Arteni (Commissariat à l'É nergieAtomique, CEA, Saclay, France); André Klauss (Freie Universität, Berlin, Germany); and Tim Schulte (Ruhr Universität, Bochum, Germany).
In 2008 as well as in 2009, the honored investigators were selected by a committee of session chairs based on a range of criteria including the novelty and quality of study, as well as technical and artistic aspects of the poster. In 2009, Roberta Croce (Groningen University, The Netherlands) served as the chair of this committee (Fig. 2, bottom row, left panel) . In 2008 as well as in 2009, each of the young investigators was invited to present a seminar, based on his/her poster, in the Thursday evening session at the conference. All six presentations gave the audience a fascinating view of the exciting original research performed by the awardees. They all received full coverage of their conference registration. In addition, the author (G), the Series Editor of Advances in Photosynthesis and Respiration, Springer, personally presented a gift of one of the current volumes of his Series to each winner in recognition of his/her exceptional talent. In the bottom row of Fig. 1, I show three photographs of some of the participants from the 2008 conference. The left panel shows a photo of Alfred Holzwarth (Germany) and I at that conference; the middle panel shows Elmars Krausz (Australia) with an officer at the Mount Holyoke, who was very friendly toward all of us; and the right photograph is that of Robert Blankenship (USA) enjoying a lobster dinner, a tradition at the Gordon Conferences.
In the bottom row of Fig. 2 , the left panel shows Jeremy Harbinson and Croce (as already mentioned above), the middle panel shows Doug Bruce (the chair) and Kris Niyogi (the vice chair, and chair-to-be for 2011) in their usual jovial mood (Doug usually laughs and Kris usually smiles); and the right panel shows speakers at the reaction center I session; I chose this group because, coincidently, it was also the birthday of one of the speakers (Alexey Semenov, from Russia, extreme left: Happy Birthday to you Alexey !); the 'fun' hats were provided by Kevin Redding (USA; see the back row; he was the chair of this session). Figure 3 (top row, left and middle panels) shows some of the participants who were just gathering to join everyone else to get into the group photograph to be taken by the official photographer; and the right panel was extracted, and then modified, from the group photograph I had purchased from the Gordon Conference. The bottom row of An usual feature at these Gordon Conferences is a soccer game between the US and the Rest of the World (ROW); the 2009 game was organized by Gary Brudvig 
